Dawn A. Pagel

505 S. Busey Ave, Urbana, IL 61801
pagel3@illinois.edu
(217) 343-5247
EDUCATION

2023	B.A. in Anthropology, concentration in Archaeology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, IL
2023	Certificate of Museum Studies, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, IL 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

November 2025 – Present
Visiting Scientific Specialist, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Champaign, IL
· All of the duties included in the Academic Hourly Curation Assistant title below, and in addition:
· Assign students and Academic Hourlies tasks and supervise their work
· Work directly with ISAS’s Bioarchaeologist to evaluate Funerary Objects (FOs), locate pertinent documents, and collaborate on FO transfers to the Illinois State Museum
· Develop new procedures for FO and stabilization projects

April 2024 – November 2025	
Academic Hourly Curation Assistant, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Champaign, IL
· Manage the research and inventorying of FOs for IDOT collections
· Track burial features from every site within IDOT collections
· Research FOs to ensure they are accounted for and pulled to a designated safe place
· Stabilize FO collections where applicable
· Work with Curation Section Head to collect Class 1 and 2 FOs for transfer to the Illinois State Museum, where they are made available for consultation
· Participate in the Curation Emergency Planning Committee to create emergency protocols and care plans for our collections
· Regularly move IDOT material for internal transfers and loans, and track their locations using FileMaker Advanced Pro and Microsoft Excel
· Supervise student workers on projects and protocols
· Assist the Central Illinois Field Station with survey projects, excavation, and artifact processing

2023 – 2024
Extra Help Curation Assistant, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Champaign, IL
· Rehouse flotation remainders for space saving efforts and material uniformity
· Divide out boxes over compliant weight
· Complete box assessments in our FileMaker Advanced Pro database
· Reincorporate materials into proper boxes or locations




ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD WORK

2025
On-loan field crew, 11KE1363 Phase II, ISAS

Fall 2023 – Present
On-loan field crew, various Phase I survey projects with CIFS, ISAS

Summer 2023
Student, archaeology field school, Sapelo Island, Georgia, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign


RELEVANT EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING

2026	Finding your Time Management Style, LinkedIn course
2026, 2025	Excavator Pipeline Safety Program, Paradigm
2025	Box Construction Workshop, training on building boxes, lids, and box dividers by hand, Nicolette Meister, Center for Collections Care
2025	Post-Contact Workshop, training covering post-contact artifact analysis and curatorial practices, Historics Section, ISAS
2024	Soils Training, State Soil Scientist, USDA
2024	First Aid/CPR/AED Certification, Prairie Research Institute


PROFESSSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

2025
The Hoxie Site (11CK4) as an Example of Preparing for Collections Reviews, poster presentation at Midwest Archaeological Conference, Iowa City, IA.
2024
Taming a Monster: An ISAS Curation Tale, Part One and Part Two, poster presentations with co-authors Noah Gammage, Hannah Rucinski, and Amethyst Levine at the Midwest Archaeological Conference, Milwaukee, WI.


SERVICE

2024 – Present
Member, ISAS Curation Emergency Planning Committee, Lead for Repository building


PUBLIC OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

2023, 2024
DREAAM student tour/demonstration at IDOT repository, ISAS


PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
2024 – Present
Midwest Archaeological Conference (MAC)
