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Tyler Ferree
1206 W. Jackson St., Macomb IL, 61455
tferree2@illinois.edu
(309) 833-3097

Education
Expected 2026	PhD in Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara
2020	MA in Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara
2016	BA in Anthropology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign	

Professional Appointments
2025-Present	Senior Scientific Specialist, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Western Illinois Field Station
Duties: Leading and conducting archaeological survey, testing, and data recovery excavations; processing and inventorying artifacts; preparing maps; writing reports 

2023-2025	Senior Scientific Specialist, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Northern Illinois Field Station
Duties: Leading and conducting archaeological survey, testing, and data recovery excavations; processing and inventorying artifacts; preparing maps; writing reports 

2018-2023	Teaching Assistant, University of California Santa Barbara
Duties: Directing discussion sections; preparing course materials; grading papers and exams; holding office hours; maintaining and submitting student grades

2016-2018	Archaeological Specialist, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Central Illinois Field Station
Duties: Conducting archaeological survey, testing, and data recovery excavations; processing and inventorying artifacts; preparing maps; assisting with writing reports 

2015-2016	Artifact Analyst, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, North American Archaeological Laboratory
Duties: Performing ceramic and lithic analysis; preparing materials for curation; data entry

Teaching Appointments
Dec. 2023	Guest Lecturer, Exploring Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, Northern Illinois University

Jun. 2023	Guest Lecturer, Introduction to Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Spring 2023	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Winter 2023	Head Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara


Fall 2022	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Spring 2022	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Spring 2021	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Fall 2020	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Spring 2020	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Winter 2020	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Biological Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Spring 2019	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Fall 2018	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of California Santa Barbara

Other Relevant Experience and Training
2025	First Aid/CPR/AED First Aid Training, American Red Cross

2024	Soils of Illinois: Genesis and Morphology, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

2023	Remote Sensing Training, Illinois State Archaeological Survey

2023	Giddings Geomorphological Probe Training, Illinois State Archaeological Survey

2023	J.U.L.I.E. Essentials Training, J.U.L.I.E.


Publications and Reports
Ferree, Tyler, Clare Tolmie, Lauren Fitts, and Paula Bryant 2025
FAP 742/IL2 Byron to Beltline Road. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler, Elenan Kervitsky, and Clare Tolmie 2025
FAU 1600/IL 7/143rd Street Widening, Orland Park, Addendum B. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Geier, Kenton, Tyler Ferree, and Clare Tolmie 2025
	MS 0306/CH 64/Francis Road Reconstruction, Joliet, New Lenox. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Wilson, Gregory D., Tyler Ferree, and Amber VanDerwarker 2025
War, Power, History: Village Formation in the Central Illinois River Valley. In Warfare and the Dynamics of Political Control, edited by Brian R. Billman. Pp. 21-44. University of Arizona Press, Tucson.

Ferree, Tyler 2024
	FAP 303/IL 183 Reconstruction, Capron and Poplar Grove, Addendum A. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler 2024
	FAU 5102/FAS 1063, CH 13, Owen Center Road Widening, Northwest of Rockford. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler and Clare Tolmie 2024
	FAU 2794/Central Avenue Reconstruction, Matteson and Richton Park. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Meizis, Marie, Tyler Ferree, Elena Kervitsky, and Clare Tolmie 2024
	FAP 335/CH Randall Road Multi-Modal Improvements, Addendum A, Elgin. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler,and Danielle Silverman 2023
	MUN889/Pratt Road over Somonauk Creek, Sandwich. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler and Danielle Silverman 2023
	FAP 303/IL 251/N 2nd Street Improvements, Machensey Park. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler and Danielle Silverman 2023
	FAU 2326/Boncosky Road over Jelkes Creek, North of Elgin. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler and Rachel Lawrence 2017
	FAP 330/US 45/52 Bridge Replacement over North Branch of Rock Creek. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler, Michael Barnes, and Brian Adams 2017
	FAP 840/US 45/52 Bridge Replacement over Langan Creek. Archaeological Short Survey Report, Illinois State Archaeological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Ferree, Tyler and Erin M. Benson 2017 	
Ceramics from the 2016 VOPA Field Season. In Results of the 2016 Valley of Peace Archaeology Project: Cara Blanca Pool 1 Excavations and the Yalbac Salvage Archaeology Program, edited by L. J. Lucero, J. T. Larmon, and E. M. Benson. Pp. 14-44. Report submitted to the Institute of Archaeology, National Institute of Culture and History, Belize.

Professional Presentations
Conference Papers
Ferree, Tyler and David Nolan 2025
	Remote Sensing and Surface Collections Documentation at Otter Creek, A Fourteenth-Century Oneota Village in the Central Illinois River Valley. Paper presented at the 90th Annual of the Society for American Archaeology, Denver, Colorado.

Ferree, Tyler, Robert McCullough, Sarah Scattergood, and Marie Meizis 2024
	Geophysics and Community Organization from Northern Illinois to Mississippi. In Symposium entitled: The New ISAS: Vision, Mission, and Research at the 68th Annual Meeting of the Illinois Archaeological Survey, Urbana-Champaign, September 21, 2024.

Ferree, Tyler and Gregory Wilson 2023
	Crafting Cahokia: Comparing and Contrasting early Mississippian Craft Industries in the American Bottom and Illinois River Valley. Paper presented at the 79th Annual Southeastern Archaeology Conference, Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Ferree, Tyler, Gregory Wilson, and Amber M. VanDerwarker 2023
	War, Power, History: Mississippian Village Formation in the Central Illinois River Valley. Paper presented at the 88th Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Portland, Oregon.

Ferree, Tyler 2022
	Oneota Migration and the Multiethnic Occupation of the 14th Century Central Illinois River Valley. Paper presented at the 65th Meeting of the Midwest Archaeological Conference, LaCrosse, Wisconsin.

Ferree, Tyler and Gregory Wilson 2022
	Spindle Whorls and the Diversity of Mississippian Labor Organization. Paper presented at the 87th Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Chicago, Illinois.

Ferree, Tyler and Gregory Wilson 2019
	Cooking up Coalescence: How Foodways and Ritual Architecture Mediated Settlement Nucleation in the Central Illinois River Valley. Paper presented at the 76th Annual Southeastern Archaeology Conference, Jackson, Mississippi.

Poster Presentations
Ferree, Tyler and Clete Rooney 2024
	Between a Rock and the Rock: Phase 2 Investigations along the Middle Rock River from Rockford to Byron, Illinois. Poster presented at the 67th Annual Midwest Archaeology Conference, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Ferree, Tyler and Matthew LoBiondo 2021
	Gradiometry at the Crable (11F249) Site. Poster presented at the 77th Annual Southeastern Archaeology Conference, Durham, North Carolina.

Outreach
2022	Mississippian and Oneota Cohabitation in the Illinois Valley. Presentation given at an outreach event for the Illinois Valley Mississippian Origins Project in Metamora, IL
Grants
2025	Illinois Association for Advancement of Archaeology (IAAA) Permanent Fund Grant, $400
2020	Broom Center for Demography Student Research and Training Grant, University of California, Santa Barbara, $2,000 
Awards
2022	Midwest Archaeology Conference Student Paper Award, $150
2022	Jeanette Stephens Student Paper Award – Illinois Archaeological Survey, $500

Selected Archaeological Analysis
2021	Lithic Analysis, Illinois Valley Mississippian Origins Project, Fandel Site (11WD4)
2020	Lithic and Ceramic Analysis, Crable Site (11F249), University of Illinois Chicago 1969-1970 Collection	
2018-2019	Lithic and Ceramic Analysis, C. W. Cooper (11F5) Site 	
2016	Ceramic Analysis, Valley of Peace Archaeological Field School in Belize
2015	Ceramic Analysis, Morton Village (11F2) Archaeological Project

Selected Archaeological Fieldwork
Survey and Excavation
2023-Present	Field Supervisor, survey at Illinois State Archaeological Survey projects in Illinois 
2023	Assistant Supervisor, Hildemeyer Site (11T2) Excavation, Tazewell County, IL
2022	Field Assistant, Backcountry Archaeological Condition Assessments at Channel Islands National Park, Santa Rosa Island, CA
2022	Field Assistant, Climate and Conflict in the Ancient Southwest Project, Bears Ears National Monument, UT
2019-2022	Assistant Supervisor, Illinois Valley Mississippian Origins Project, Fandel Site (11WD4) Excavation
2020	Field Supervisor, Crable Site (11F249) Excavation, Fulton County, IL
2018	Field Assistant, Field School Excavation at Samuel’s Mounds (11PI43), Allerton Park, IL
2015-2017	Field Assistant, Field School Excavation at Morton Village (11F2), Fulton County, IL
2016	Field School Student, Valley of Peace Archaeological Field School, Yalbac, Belize

Geophysical Survey
2025	Survey Technician, Linn-Heilig Site (11U28) Gradiometry, Fulton County, IL
2025	Field Supervisor, Sleeth Site (11F48) Gradiometry, Fulton County, IL
2024	Survey Technician, Otter Creek Site (11F141) Gradiometry, Fulton County, IL
2024	Field Supervisor, sites 11OG115 and 11WO116, Ogle and Winnebago Counties, IL
2024	Survey Technician, Copper Site (11S3) Gradiometry, St. Clair County, IL
2024	Survey Technician, Briscoe Mounds (11WI25) Gradiometry, Will County, IL
2024	Survey Technician, Oak Forest Site (11CK53) Gradiometry, Cook County, IL
2024	Field Supervisor, Larson Site (11F3) Gradiometry, Fulton County, IL
2022	Survey Technician, Hildemeyer Site (11T2) Gradiometry, Tazewell County, IL
2020	Field Supervisor, Crable Site (11F249) Gradiometry, Fulton County, IL
2018	Survey Technician, Mann Site (12PO2) Gradiometry, Posey County, IN
2018	Field Assistant, Fandel Site (11WD4), Woodford County, IL
2018	Field Assistant, Samuel’s Mounds (11PI43), Allerton Park, IL

Professional Affiliations 
Society for American Archaeology
Southeastern Archaeological Conference
Midwest Archaeological Conference
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